Serving Washington’s
Children, Youth and Families

Prevention, Early Learning, Safety and Accountability

Department of Children, Youth and Families

The way government is organized signals its priorities. Washington State should
restructure state services into a single agency that emphasizes prevention, reports directly
to the Governor, and is accountable for improving outcomes for children, youth and families.

If we want kids to do better, we owe it to them to change the way the system works
and provide effective services at the right time and not wait until a crisis occurs.

Prioritize children, youth and families.

Build on our approach to early learning. The Department of Early Learning was created to close the opportunity gap
and increase kindergarten readiness with the highest quality programs based on brain science. The same kind of data-
driven, research-based practices can now link kids with early learning and other services they need to address risk
factors that hinder healthy development.

Provide services sooner, focused on prevention, well-being, and the science
of brain development.

< Prioritize children and youth most at risk of factors linked to low rates of kindergarten readiness,
school dropout, substance abuse, incarceration, homelessness and other negative outcomes later in life.

¢ Address racial and ethnic disparities and disproportionality that impact how children, youth and families
are served, and meet the unique needs of Tribes.

.

Understand the impact of poverty and the many factors that contribute to poverty.
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Tighten linkages to K-12 schools so struggling or disengaged children and youth are identified early
and supported by the agency, schools and communities.
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; ................................................ RESTRUCTURING AND SUPPORT'NG SERV'CES ............................................... .

Reorganizing and supporting effective programs and services into one agency
that specifically serves children, youth and families in the following sectors:
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4 High quality child care and preschool 4 Child safety and protection &  Juvenile rehabilitation services
¢ Family support and information ¢  Foster parenting and facilities
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S GUID'NG PRINC'PLES FOR POS'T'VE OUTCOMES .

These tenets will serve as the restructured department’s foundation. All Washington's children and youth will
grow up safe and healthy—thriving physically, emotionally and educationally, nurtured by family and community.
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